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* Vertue of an Or ler of the Housx 
of Como, tlis Day made, I do 
appoint Robert Knaplock, Jacob Jonſon, Fobn 
Pemberton, and Richod Hiluumſon, to Frint 
this Report, and the Proceedings of the 
ſaid Houſe thereupon: And that no other 
Tefter preſume to Print the ſame. 


Ax. Oxs row, Speaker. 
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> WS 1800 
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FROM, THE 


COMMITTEE 


Appin to enquire | 10 5 2 State of the 
ut 8 SHOALS. HR, a 


| +. Fi F uy ['3 1 2 : 
Js 20, die Martii, 1948, 


R. Oglethorpe, from the ln appointed to enquire | into 

M the State of the Goals of this Kingdom, made a Report 

of ſome Progreſs which the Commirice had made in their 

Enquiry into the State of the Fleet Priſon, with the Reſolu- 

tions of the Committee thereupon; and he read 'the Report in bis 

Place, and afterwards delivered the ſame (with TWw-O Appendixes) in at 
the Table, where the Report was read, and is as follows, viz. 


The COMMITTEE having, in perſuance vf the Craer of this 
Houſe (of the Twenty 72 Day of February, 17:8) to en- 
quire into the State of the Goal; of this Kingdom, 'Ad- 
Journed to the Fleet, and at ſeveral Times examined into 
the State of that Prifon, have made. ſome Progreſs there- 
in, which they have N * to By before the Honſe. 


* Committee find That the Euer Priſon is an ancient Priſon, 
and formerly uſed for the Reception of che Priſoners committed 
by che Council-Table, then called the Coart of the Star- Chamber, 


which exerciſed unlimited Authority, and rern r 


than by any Law were amen 5 0 


rr - 


0 * 
* * nn... — — 


a} 


[2] 


And as that aſſumed Authority was found to be an intolerable Bur- 
den to the Subject, and the Means to introduce an Arbitrary Power 
and Government, all Juriſdiction, Power, and- Authority belonging um 
to or exerciſed in the ſame. Court, or by any che Judge, ers or 
Miniſters thereof, were clearly and abſolutely diſſolved, taken away, 
and determined, by an Act made in the Sixtcenth Year of the Reign 
of King Charles the Firlt. 

And thereby the Commitree apprehend all Pretcnces of the Warden 
of the Fleet to take Fees from Archbiſhops, Biſhops, Temporal Peers, 
Baronets, and others of lower Degree, or to put them in Irons, or 


xact Fees for oing ſo re determined, and abaliſhed, _. 
"2 oe aer bg d dk pla he Fleet Pyſon became a 

on for Debtors, and fog, Cogtemprs of the Courts of Chancery, Ex- 
cheftter, and Common- Pleas omy, and fell r the {fme"Regulations as 
other Goals of this Kingdom. 


That by an Act of the 22d and 23d of King Charles the Second, the 
ſuture Government of all Priſons way yefted in the Lords Chief Ju- 
ſtices, the Chief Baron, or any TWwo of them, for the Time being; 
and the Juſtices of the Peace in London, Middleſex, and Surrey ; and the 
Judges for the ſeveral Circuits; and the Juſtices of the Peace, for the 
Time being, in their ſevemt Preqincts: And ſuant gſſergunto, ſeve- 
ral Orders add ＋ have bc müde, 4 of t of w ich is herc- 
unto annexed (in rhe Appendix marked Letter 4) which the Preſent 
Warden of the Fleet hath not regarded or complied with, but hath 
exerciſed an Unwarrantable and Arbitrary Power, not only in extort- 
ing exorbitant Fees, but in, Wei Priſoners for Debt by loading 
them with Irons; worſe than if the Star- Chamber was fin fubGilting: 
and contrary to the great Chatter, the Foundation 'of the Liberty of 
the Subject, and in defiance and contempt thereof, as well as of other 
good Laws of this Kingdom. | 

It appears by a Patent of the Third Year of Queen Elizabeth, 
recited in Letters · Patents bearing Date the Nineteenth of- King 
Charles the Second, That the Fleet Priſon was an ancient Priſon, 
called Priſona de le Fleet, alias, The Queen's Goal of the Fleet; and 
that certain Conſtitutions : were then eſtabliſned by Agreement be- 
tween Richard Tyrrell, Warden, and the Priſoners of the Fleet, and 
a Table of Fees annexed, in which the Fees to be paid by an Arch- 
biſhop, Duke, Marquis, Earl, or other Lord Spiritual or Temporal, 
are particularly mentioned, and the Fine aſxertained which they arc 
to pay for the Liberty of the Houſe and Irons; and that theſe Con- 
ſtitutions and Orders were confirmed by the ſaid Letters Patent of Kin 
Charles the Second : Which LettersPatent grant the Office of Warden 
of the Fleet, and of the Keeper of the Old Palace at Yeftminſier, the 
Shops in Weſftminſier- Hall, —_ ee to the Fleet, 
and other Rents and Profits belonging to the Warden, to Sir Fere- 
my M bicbcot and his Heirs for ever. And the ſaid Sir Jeremy rebuilt 
the ſaid Priſon at his qm Expence, as a Conſideration for the Grant 
thereof. But the faid Priſon, and the. Cuſtody of the Priſoners, being 
a Freehold, and falling by Deſcent or Purchalc into the Hands of Per- 
ſons incapable of executing the Office of Warden, was the Occaſion of 
great Abuſes, and frequent Complaints to Parliament, till, at length 
— 5 [c. eee e LO 

And a Patent for Life was granted to Baldwyn Leighton Eſq; in con- 
ſideration of his great Pains and Expences in Suing the farmer Pa- 
tentees to a Forfeiture; and he ſoon dying, Jobn Huggins Eſq; by giv- 
ing fooo7. to the late Lord Clarendon, did, by his Intereſt, obtain na 
Grant of the ſaid Oſſice for his own and his Son's Lifſe. 


- 


That during the time the ſaid Huggins poſſeſſed the ſaid, Office of | 
Warden of the Fleet, Thomas Periom, a Prifqner in that Priſon, 


charged 


charged with 40000 J. Debt, (the greateſt Part thereof to the Crown) 
eſcaped, having the Liberty of the Rules by Permiſſion of the aid 
Huggins, for which Eſcape Huggins pretends he hath obtained 4 Pe 
tur; and fince that time Toſepy Vain, charged with 10000. Debt 
to the Crown, having like Liberty of the Rules, alſo eſraped. 

That Thomas Dumay made ſeveral Voyages to Frunce, whilſt a Pri- 
ſoner in the Fleer, and in Cuſtody of the ſrid Haggim, and there 
bought Wines, ſome of which were delivered to the ſaid | Hnpgins, 
and Duma) drew. ſeveral Bills whilſt in France to the value of 
320 J. on Richard Biſhop one of the Tipſtaffs of the ſaid Priſon; who 
paid zoo l. and the ſaid Huggins paid the veſt. That by the pun- 
Qual Payment of the ſaid Bills Damay acquired a Credit in 
Frante, and drew for a further Sum, and then returned to Eng- 
land, and when the Bills came for Payment the ſaid Richard Bi- 
ſhop. refuſed to accept them, and the Merehants upon Dumays Re- 
turn endeavouring to get the Money of him, who was the Prawer 
of * Bills, found him a Priſoner in the Rules, and had no Re- 
medy. + te 


e ſaic John Huggins owned: to the Committee; that ſo many 
Priſoners had eſcaped during the time he was Warden, that it was im- 
ible be enumerate them, he having kept no Liſt of the Perſous 
{09 c: L I++ | 1 # > N „ ; - 
He Ae owned to the Committee that in his Time Oliver Need made 
his Eſcape when there was a great Funeralz and whilſt the Doors were 
open he went off; that afterwards being retaken he the ſaid Huggim 
ſent him to a Spunging-hovſe, kept by Rithayd Corbett, one of the 
TR. belonging to the ſaid. Priſon, where he was locked up, Ironed 
= Taped down by his Order, tho' not condemned by any Court 
ice. : Ss YH 33% at $1 | ; L : 
That it appeared to the Committee; That in the Year 19254; 
one Mr. Arm an Upbolder ' was carried into a Stable which. 
| ſrood where the Strong Room on the Maſter's Side How is, and 
was there confined (being a Place of Cold Reſtraint) till he died, and 
that he was in good Stare of Health before he was conſined to that 
Room. > Ie 943 30 -1 
That the faid John be, growing is Years, and willing to re: 
tire from Baſineſs, and his Son not caring to take upon him ſo trouble- 
ſome an Office, he hath for ſeyeral Years been engaged in continual 
Negotiations about the Diſpoſal of the ſaid Office, and in 2 ny 
concluded a final Treaty with Fbomas Bambridge and Dorgal Catbbirt 
Elqrs and for oO. to be paid unto him, obliged himſelf to ſurren: 
der the ſaid Patent for his ahd bis Son's Life, and procute a new P. 
rent for the ſaid Bambridge and Guibert, which the | ſaid Hug gins did 
accordingly obtain, and Curb herr paid in Money, or gave good Security! 
to pay 15700 J. for one Moiety of the faid Office of Warden, and B- 
bridge gave Land and other Sxcuriry, which the ſaid Huggius was then 
content with, for 27001. being Tor the other Moiety ef the faid Office. 
Ttfat upon Maße lden and Examination e the Common Side of td 
Priſon, in the three Wards, called the Upper Chappel, the Lower 
Chappel, and Julius Cæſar's, Ninety three Perſons were Confined, who 
are oblige) to lye on the Floor, if they cannot Furniſh themſelves 
N Bedding, or Pay 13. per Week to fuch Priſoner as is ſo pro- 
vided. * nh 3 0-016 19.51.01 
That the Lion Den and Womens Ward, which contain about 
Eighteen Perſons, are very Npiſom, and in very ill Repair. | 
That there are ſevetal Rdoms in the. Chappel Stairs, for each of 
which 5 J. x Year is now paid, but did formerly belong to the Com- 
mon Side, and for which nothing was paid, until charged by Mr. Hugs 
eins at 3 J. a Lear cach. And on this — there are ſeveral Perſons 


who 


LH]. 


who arc uncertain what Chamber-Rent they ſhall be obliged to pay, 
and are at the. Mercy of the Warden. | : | 
That in ſome Rooms Perſons who are Sick of different Diſtempers 
are obliged to lye together, or on the Floor; One in particular had the 
. Small-Pox, and two Women were ordered to lye with her, and they, 
pay 25. 10 d. per Week each for ſuch Lofgis ; vY es 12117 
That in all the Rooms (except very wy the Furniture is provi- 
ded by the Priſoners, . and thoſe which ate furniſhed by the Warden arc 
extreamly bad. | 25 | 2 
Thar there was a Regulation by the Judges in Trinity Term 1727, 
by which the Warden ought to furniſh all the Rooms, and in ſuch Caſe 
the Priſoners to pay 25. 6d. per Week for cach Room fo furniſhed ,, 
but now there are ſeveral Rooms, in each of which there arc two, 
three and four Beds, and in each Bed two, and ſometimes three Per- 
who pay 25. 10 d. each per Week, for ſuch Lodging. 
That the Walls which ſecure the Priſon are 25 Foot high, with 
Palliſadoes on the Top, and in good Repair, and no ſeeming poſſibility 
for any Priſoner to Eſcape. | | 
That at the End of the Place called the Bare, a Watch-Houſe was 
built about a Year ſince, wherein are kept ſeveral Muskets and Bayonets, 
as are likewiſe ſeveral others in a Room fronting Fleet - Ditch, whereas 
formerly only Pikes and Halberts were kept in that part of the Pri- 
ſon which is called the Lodge. PAC | * 
That ſeveral Men called Watchmen, and under the Pay of Mr. Bam- 
bridge, belong to the Priſon; one of which Bambridge ordered to fire 
upon Captain Mackpheadris, upon the Diſpute which happened be- 
N but the Watchman fearing the Conſequence, refuſed to 
o im. * | 
That the Windows of the Priſon are in very bad Repair, to the 
rejudice of the Health ofrthe- Priſoners, tho! by a late Order of the 
Fo ges they ought. to have been kept in good Repair by the Warden. 
That there are three Houſes adjoining and belonging to the Priſon, 
which are kept as S e by Tenants to Mr. Bambridge, as 
| Warden, in one of which, kept by Corbett, 26 Priſoners are _— 
l That many of theſe Priſoners pay 25. a Day for the Uſe of a Room 
$3 ; in this Houſe, and for Firing 1 s. and the other Priſoners 1 5. a Night 
for a Bed, bur, notwithſtanding ſuch Payments, they are obliged to 
4 lye two. or more in the ſame Bed. The Sums paid by. theſe 
2 Twenty Six Priſoners, (Two at 25. per Day, and Twenty Four at 15. 
| for the Uſe of the Lodgings only, being in the whole 17.85.) amount 
"Yearly to 7114 beſides the Money paid for Firing at 1 s. a Day by 
ſuch as have any, and 15. a Day for their Board. | 
Some of theſe Priſoners not being able to pay the 1 s. a Day for Eat- 
ing, procured Neceſlarics to dreſs their own Meat, but Corbett, the Tip- 
ſtaff, would nor ſuffer them ſo to do, and they are under the Neceſſity 
of being ſupplyed by their Friends, or ſtarve. . 
That Lieutenant Jentin Leyſon (now a Priſoner with Corbett) paid 
the following Fees upoa his being taken into Cuſtody, for one A- 
ction, viz. ee eee 1 


| 12 N F 5. 
To the Judge's Clerk 
To the Phillizer - > - 


To the Warden of the Fleet * 

To Corbett the Tipſtaff „ 

To Ditto, for being taken into Cuſtody '- 
To the Turnkeys «<- | = = R 


, | : | Sp Total —— a a 7 16 


0 O0 O 


— 


8 


— — 
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It alſo appeared upon the Examination of ſeveral other Priſoners, 


that they paid the like Fees for every ſingle Caption. And, nt 
That every Priſoner removed by Habeas Corpus from one Place to 


? 


another, pays to the Tipſtaff 45. 2 d. every one brought out of the 


Country by Habeas Corpus, and committed in Court for want of Bail, 

pays 135. 4d. and every Priſoner carried to Veſtminſter- Hall by Habeas 
Corpus, in Order to be Charged in Execution, pays 103. n. 

That every Priſoner pays at his Entrance into the Houſe of the Tip- 
ſtaff 65. towards a Bowl of Punch. | ; 


That Thomas Hogg who had been about three Years a Priſoner in the Fleet. 
Priſon, and was then diſcharged by Order of Court, about eight Months: 
after ſuch Diſcharge,  paſhog by the Door of that Priſon,” ſtopped 
to give Charity to che Priſoners at the Grate, and being ſeen by 


James Barnes (one of the ſaid Bambridge's Agents and Accom - 


lices) the ſaid Barnes ſeized and forced him into Corbert's Spunging- 
Houſe, where he hath been detained ever ſince (now upwards of Nine 
Months) without any Cauſe or Legal Authority whatſoever. 
That Corbett being examined touching the Diſcharge. of his Prito- 
ners, own'd he never made any regular Entry, and that all the Origi- 
nal Diſcharges of Priſoners committed to his Cuſtody ſince Mr. Gay. 
lon's Time were not received by him from rhe Warden, but left with 
the Turnkey, from whom he only recciv'd verbal Directions. 
The Committee could not get from Mr. Bambridge, or his Officers, 
any Lift of ſuch Priſoners as have the Liberty of the Rules and Pre- 
cincts of the Fleet Priſon ; but the Committee obtained, by another 
Hand, a Liſt of Three Hundred and Eighty Two Perſons, with an 
Account of what each Perſon hath paid ro the Warden for ſuch Li- 
berty, and the annual Gifts every Chriſtmas, amounting to near 2828 /. 
175. 4d. and it appeared to the Committee that the Priſoners: for the 
2 Debts have not ſign'd the Bock. That the Gratuity to the 
arden for the Liberty of the Rules, is exacted in proportion tg the 
Greatneſs of the Debt; and if all paid, that Account would be Three 
times the beſore- mentioned Sum. Theſe Sums ſo paid appear to be 
wy extraordinary Exactions from the Priſoners, and are the more-wn- 
caſonable becauſe all Priſoners who have the Liberty of the Rules 
enter into Bonds in very great Penalties, with ſufficienr-Soreries, for not 
Eſcaping, the leaſt of which Penalties are always double the Sums they 
ſtand committed for. ö * 7400 2 16512 
Mr. Cotton, Clerk of the Papers, upon his Examination concerning 
the Money taken by him for Day-Rules granted to Priſoners, confeſſed 
that every Priſoner who has the Liberty to go abroad in Term-Time 


pays Fs. 6d. for each [ th and for tbe firſt and laſt Days of the Term 
6s. which he ſaid is divided in the following Manner, vx. 
| YT nn 9 oor N thei 


To the four Judges 3 d. each... —— 1 0 
To the Sccondar/ 1K 8: 
To the Warden IH ** 292 un mme Ane F; 9 
To the Clerk of the Papers 1. 10 
145 5 6 

More to the Clexk of the Papers the firſt and laſt Day: 2, 
ef che Term ⁊xꝛä JUTE eee bnd 
£3 SIT Of 1197405 7 out yh 3 Total 8 

51 oF r ns bas . Ian 


And that in about two Vears Time one Gentleman paid 30 J. for ob- 
taining Day-Rules. EE n 

Thar an Act having paſſed in the Sinth Year of the late King, for 
the Relief of Inſolvent Debtors, Mr. Fy:che did thei n declare im 


the Name of the ſaid Mr. Hwggins (Who had directed him ſo to do) 


that 


r 


a. Sh... 
} # 


chat unleſs every Priſoner within the Rules would give him two 
Guineas they ſhould not be' lifted, in order to be diſcharged in pur- 
ſuanee of that Act, for that be the ſaid //agpins would refuſe ro 
ſwear them his:Pritoners, as chat Ac! required,” and would not ſuffer 
his Deputy ro do it; but a Liſt was delivered of abour Tweny Pri- 
ſoners then in che Rules, Who were diſcharged; having given two 
Guineas each 40 Huaggins, for inſerting them in the Lift, and for 
ſwearing them t be his Priſoners; and three hundred Priſoners were 
carried up to Guild-hall in order to — but fome were 
refuſed to be lifted, and loſt the Benefit of the Act, becauſe they had 
not Money enough to pay for being put intò rhe Lift. | : 
That Mr. Huggins being examined touching an Inſtrument ſigned by 
him in November 1724, appoititing Richard Corbert one of the Five Tip- 


ſtaſſs of or belonging to the Five? Priſon, acknowledged that he had no 


Power by Vertue of any Patent from the Crown to Conſtitute ſuch Tip- 
ſtaff, but tharwher he came to his Office he found that ſuch an Officer 
had been ſo conſtixuted, and he took that for à Precedent to do the fame. 


That there are five Commitment- Books, wherein the Names of all 


Priſoners committed to the Feet Priſon are or ought to be entered. 
The Commencement of the Date of the firſt Book is the twenty ſixth 
of March tyog; and the laſt the fixth of Mpy 1728, to this Time. 


There is one Book whetein the Names are inferted of thoſe Priſo- 


ners" Who ate removed to the Net by Habeas Corpus, beginning in 
Mithaelmas-Term 1725, to this Time, A 

There is one Declaration-Book, wherein the Names of thoſe Cre- 
ditors ate inſerted who deelate againſt their Debtors, beginning the 
23d of Fanwary 1928, to this Time. 285 ny 

There is one Lodge- Book; wherein the Priſoners Names are entred 
when they come into the Priſon, beginning November 178. 
There is one Security Bond-Book wirhout' Dare. s 
-'Thirhe the ſald Mr. Hugghys; on Shs Joy; Stnday, and Monday, the 
Firft, Second, and Third of Marrh 1728, (ſince the Committee was ap- 
— 72 — or diſcharge out of the Commitment - Books One 


gred and Ninetern Perſons, for ſeveral Sum, amounting to about, 


17991. 65. 741 n : 
He 6wned that he has ell wedge ir Fifty Two Diſcharges more, 
which 1 have been long ſmee diſeharged, and amount to very 
at Sums of Money. | f . 
That by the Dates in the Lift which · Mr. Huggius delivered to the 
Committee of "One Hundred und Nineteen Perſons fo diſcharged, and 
the Fifty Two to be diſcharged," it appeated that many of them ought 
ro have been diſcharged in the Tears 1719, 1719, 1720, and ſo on to 
ET •—t!ä ‚(pp, ̃ Ü Fs 
That there are two Eſcape-Warrants, one of which the Judge grants, 
the other the Warden; tit which the Judge grants, carries the Pri- 
ſoner to Newpare, thereto remain during Life, unleſs the Debt be paid; 
and that which the-Warden grants is on Information, or Pre- 


rence, that the Prifoner is dur of the Nules, ind ſo remands bim to 


the Pyiſon. 3 _ 
05 in Ut which is matiodf keeping the Prifontrs ſo long on the 
Commitment-Book,-is, Thac che Warden may at his Pleaſure Iſſue his 


Eſxape - Warrant againſt any ſuch Perſon continued on the Codmmit- 


ment- Book, and carry him to the Spunging-Houſe, or to the Priſon, 
and gre detam· him until be {queeres' ftreny him all the Money chat 
can poſſibly be got. 7 ad 


. Anather ill Uſe, and Jaconveniency is, That Perſons who have been 
| 6 \ ears or more out of the. Rules, ar ont of the Priſon, (their 
ms remaining in the Commitnent - Boak) return, after having — 

111 g Tractc 


* 


tracted new .Debts, and ſo become Priſoners again fraudulently, to 
obtain the Benefit of the uſual Acts for Relief of Inſolvent Debtors. 
That the Date of the Habeas-Curpus Book being but in ' Michaebnas» 
Term 1227, the Date of the Declaration Book the 23d of January 
1728, and the Date of the Lodge - Book November in 1728, the Com- 
mittee conceive from ſuch late Dages that there muſt be -a Conceal- 
ment of former Books of that kind, or that are deſtroyed; either 
of which muſt tend to the great Prejudice of the Priſoners and the 
Creditors, and to the ſuppreſſing the Truth in this Enquiry : 
That ſince the ſaid Thomas Bambridge has acted as Warden, the Books 
belonging to the Office of the Warden hare been very negligently 
kept, 4 the Diſcharges not duly entred, to tlie great Prejudice 
many of His Majeſty's: Subjects; and he | bath not regularly taken 
Charge of the Priſoners committed to his Care by his Patent; and 
bath not, as he himſelf confeſſeth, ever had any Awhentick' Liſt of 
the Priſoners. in the Rules delivered him, ſo he cannot have executed 
the Truſt of keeping his Priſoners in fafe Cuſtody, when he did not 
know who or where they were: eee 5 bn I 
Tbe Committee find t hat the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, who for ſome 
Years acted as Deputy · Warden of the Fleet, and is now actually War- 
den of that Priſon, bath himſelf been aiding and aſſiſting in an Eſcape; 
That He cauſed a — Door to be made through the Walls of the 
Priſon out of the Vard where the Dogs are, the Key of which Door 
was kept by himſelf, and he with his on Hands opened the Door 
and let out Boyce, the Smugler, charged at the King's Suit with up- 
wards of 30000 /. and was after wards ſcen at ¶lington, and hath been 
ſeyeral times let out of the Priſon by Bambridge. : ls 
That William  Kilberry, was allowed by Bambridge to go out of the 
Priſon and the Rules thereof, though charged at the Suit of the Crown 
with the Sum of 782. - Ho4831% ai e245) 
That William Booth, charged with 58201. at the Suit of the Crown, 
though committed clofe. Priſoner, was alſo ſuffered to go our of the 
Priſon and the Rules thereof. 4; nne oat. 44 | 
That Villiam Talure, 'committed by the Court of Common-Pleas for. 
7401. upon tneſne Proceſs,” and charged with Forgery, hath been ſuf- 
fered to go out of the Fleet Priſon to Ven in the County of Salop, 
where the Committee are informed he ſtill remains 459 
That the ſaid James Barnes (tho' a Priſoner in the Fleet Priſon upon 
Execution) hath been permitted during this Enquiry to come from 
thence to Weſtminſter to the ſaid. Bambridge, when in Cuſtody of the 
Meſſenger to the Serjeant at Arms attending this Houſe. 03, 34.1 
The Committee find that the ſaid Bambriage . hath by himſelf and his 
Agents often refuſed to admit Priſoners into the Priſon, though com- 
mitted by due courſe of Law, and in order to extort Moncy from 
them, hath often, contrary to an Act of the Twenty Second and Twen- 
ty Third of — Charles the Second, without their free and volunta- 
ry Conſent, cauſed them to be carried away from the Priſon Gate un- 
to a publick Victualling or Drinking Houſe, commonly called a Spung- 
ing-Houle, belonging to him the ſaid Bambridge as Warden, and rented 
of him by Corbett his Tipſtaff, and hath there kept them at Exorbitant 
Charges, and forced them to call for more Liquor than they were in- 
clined to, and to ſpend more than they were able to afford, to the de- 
frauding of their Creditors, and the diſtreſſing of their Families, whoſe 
Subſtance they are compelled there to conſume; and for the more ef- 
fectual making them ſtretch their poor Remains of Credit, and to 
ſqueeze out of them the Charity of their Friends, each Priſoner is bet- 
ter or worſe treated according to his Expences, ſome being allowed 
a handſome; Room and Bed to themſelves, ſome ſtowed in Garrets, 
three in one Bed, and ſome put in Irons. | —_ 
| t 


[8] 4 


That theſe Houſes were further-uſed by the ſaid Bambridve as i Ter- 
ror for - Exrorting Money from the Priſoners, who en Security 
given have the- Liberty of the Rules; of which Mr. Rcbert GCaſte!] 
Was an unhappy Inſtance, a Man born to a competent Eſtate, but be- 


ing arten plunged in Debt, was thrown into Priſbnz he was 


firſt ſent (accor uſtom) ag Curbeti a, from whence he by Pre- 
ſents to Bambtidge redeemed himfelt, and, giving Security; obtained the 
Liberty of the Rules; notwithſtanding which he had frequently Pre- 
ſents, as they are called; exacted from bim by Bambridge, and was 
menated, on tefiifal, to be ſent back to C s again. ; 

The ſaid Bambridge having chus unlawfully extorted large Sums of 
Money from him in a very ſhort time, Gafel{ grew weary of being 
made ſuch: a: wretched Property, and reſolving not to mjure farther 
his. Family or his Creditors for the ſake of fo ſmall a Liberty, he re- 
fuſed to ſubmit to further Exactions, upon which the ſaid Bambridge 
ordered him to be recomtnitted to Corbett s, where the Small- Pox then 


raged, though Caſteil acquainted him with his not having had that 


Diſtemper, and that he dreaded it ſo much, That the putting him in- 
to a Houſe where it was would occaſion his Death, which, if it hap- 
pened before he could ſettle his Affairs, would be a great Prejudice to 
his Creditors, and would expoſe his Family ro Deſtruction; and there- 
fore he carneſtly deſired that he might either be ſent to another Houſe, 
or even into the Goal itſelf, as a Favour. The melancholy Caſe of 
this poor Gentleman moved the very Agents of the ſaid Bambridge to 
Compaſhon, fo that they alſo uſed their -urmoſt Endeavours to dif- 
ſwadc him from ſending this unhappy Priſoner to that Infected Houſe : 
But Bambridge forced him thither, where he (as he feared” he ſhould) 
eaught the Small-Pox, and in a few Days dyed thereof, juſtly chargin 

the faid Bambridge with his Death; and unhappily leaving all bis At- 
fairs in the greateſt Confuſion, and a numerous. Family of ſmall Chil- 
gren iti the utmoſt Diſtreſs. nn | 

It appeared to the Committee, That the Letting - out of the Fleet 
Tenements to Fiftuallers for the Reception of ners harh been 
but of late practiſed, and that the firſt of them Lett for this Purpoſe 
was to Mary M hituoad,; who ſtill continues Tenant of the ſame, and 
that her Rent has from 324. per Aus. been encreaſed to 60 J. and a 
certain Number of Priſoners ſtipulated to be made a Prey of to en- 
able ber to pay ſo great a Rent; and that ſhe, to procure the Bene- 
fit of having ſuch a Number of Priſoners ſent ro her Houſe, hath, 
over and ve the encreaſed Rent, been obliged ro make a Pre- 


"ſent to the ſaid Bartbridge of Forty Guineas, as alſo of a Toy, (as tis 


called) being the Model of a Chineſe Ship made of Amber fer in Sil- 
ver, for which Fourſcore Broad- Pieces had been offered her. | 

This is the firſt Method of extorting Money from the unhappy Pri- 
ſoners z and when they can no longer bear the Miſery and Expence of 
a Spunging-Houſe, before they can obtain the Privilege of being ad- 
mitted into the Priſon they are obliged to comply with ſuch exorbi- 
tant Fees as the ſaid Bambridge' thinks fit to demand, which if they 
do not, they are ſure, under vatious Pretences, of being turned down 
to the Common: Side, if not put in Irons and Dungeons; and this 
has been done to thoſe who were willing and offered to pay the Fees 
eſtabliſhed by the Regulation made by the Judges of the Common- 
Pleas in Trin. Term 1727, which ought to have been hung up in ſome 
publick Place in the Priſon, to which the Priſoners might have free 
Acceſs, but was ſecreted by the faid James Barnes, purſuant to the Or- 
ders of the ſaid Bambridgez which Table of Fees ſeems to be unrea- 


ſonable, becauſe it obliges Men who are committed for not being able 


to pay their Debts, to pay ſuch Sums of Money as their Circum- 
ſtances render them altogether unable to comply with. 5 
1 © | And 
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And this Table f bf Fees was fr — 5 3 by the ſald Ban- 
Wage, for it appeared to the Com Wa 4 _ of tie 
'Priloets of the Fen to the Coutt ef Chan 4 the Order ite, 
-by 5 105 Chief Juflire Herbert, in ihe Fees of Js 
8 to be wg which Order Was foo upon Inſtirutiohs * 
Yeat 16Ft, in which Was a Tible of Fees, tvs Lem w hereof 
wg taken away, rhe reft retained 4s follows z | 


R 1 'þ '5þ rl 

To the Warden, forthe Liberty et tis Houſe and Trom i 2 8 
HOW Diſmiſſion fer ——2—2— Gly 
Tuo the Clerks for maki the . — 0 2 þ 
— Eutrivg the Name ad Cauſe - e 9 4 
ae the eee iZ2D2ꝛ2q—ULꝑw — p 0 1 8 
Fo the Golllcktttteee uu 0 1 8 
To the Nr rk 0 1 8 
Tos Saat Wine 2 8 
© Bind" « Pee added by Order of bone to the Chaplin o 2 
nba i 


Art 2 1 1, dro 94 The”: 7 Mem | Toral 2 Pi * 
And the Rid — read the faid Ofder, and tHftedd6f readinh, 
thi particular ems, he read only the fad Sum Total of 2 J. 43. 48. 
and thereby be induced the Judges to believe — the id Sth Was 
che Fee due to che Werden, aid accordingly they ordered that 2 7. 
4 44% to be paid as due to the Warden för 4 Csheistewe and 
brdered the other Fees due to the Chamberlain, Goaler, and ot 
ro be paid, over and above the ſaid 2 . 45. 44. and the fae hve beck 
ever ſince talen, befides'the 55: 4d. to the Warden upbn the Prif6- 
ey Diſcharge, vote lehftanding they are all included in ehe 2 7. 


44, 

"The ſaid os of the Come Phus ſectnitig to be of O of: then 
whey — re a Priſoner was rendred in Diſchewge of. his Ball 
Wis a ſeperate Commitment, and that thefe wa a feperate Commix- 
ment · Fee due = n each Action; the fard Bimibridge his thereupon re- 
veived ' Six' or Seven times 2 7, 45. 4d. of A fingle Perſon, as his bite 
Cormmirment-Fees, whereby che Prif6jier his paid Six times for the 
Liberty of the Houſe and Irons, Six Difirifion-Fees, for Six Obligh 
tions (tho"” none given) Six Fees to the Chambertain; Porter, Gon- 
fer, Oe. and Six Gallons of Wine; und the Pfiſoner pays the Cham 
berlain, Goaler, Cc. for his Difcharge beſides. 

— The faid Bamibridge Tikewile takes a Fee of 37. 65. 89. from ev 
Ptifoner committed by the Exchequer of Chancery, whereas there is 
ſuch Fee due, nor any Diſtinction in the Table of Fces between the 
Commitment of one Court or anot 

And for 4 more particular Acctfine of the Fees, Chaimber-Rent, 
and Dues to the Chaplain, the Committee refer to the inmextd th 
peridix marked with the Letter (B.) 

And notwithſtanqing the Payment of ith large Fees, mn order ts 
extort further Sums from the ünfortundte Priſoners, the ſaid Nnbr ing, 
unjuſtly pretends he has @ Right as Waren to exerciſe an unhmmted 
Power of changing Priſoners from Rom to Rovtn ; of tufmug them 

into the Common Side; rho? they have the Maſter's Side Fee; and 
inflicting Arbitrary Puniſhments by 1 fog them down in unWholſome 
Dungeons, and loading them with tor 8 Irons; loine Itittauexs of 


which follow : viz. a 
TY was, as far a > app 


Jacob Mendez Solus, a P 


Committee, one of the fiſt Priſbners for Debt thit ever Wis Wa | 


vith Irons in the Fhet; The faid Bimi#idye ont by called Fm ts 


e 


the Gate - houſe of the Priſon, called the Lodge, where, he cauſed him 

to be ſeized, fettered, and carriec to Corhert's, the ute deute 
and there kept for upwards of a Week, and when brought back into 
* he Priſon, Bambridge cauſed him to be turned into the Dungeon, 
8 called the Strong Room of the Maſter's Side, HI n d 0 þ415 130 
This Place is a Vault like rhoſe in which: the Dead are Interr'd, 
and wherein the Bodies of Perſons dying in the ſaid, Priſon arc uſual 
ly depoſited, till the Coroner's Inquett hath paſſed upon them; ir 
has no — nor FN nor any Light but what comes over 
the Door, or through. a Hole of about Eight Inches, ſquare. It is nei- 
ther Paved nor Boarded; and the rough Bricks 1. both on the 
— and Top, being neither Wainſcotted nor Plaiſtered: What adds 
to the Dampneſs and Stench of the Place is, its being built over the 
Common- Shore, and adjoining to the Sink and Dunghil where all the 
Naſtineſs of the Priſon is caft. In this miſerable Place the poor Wretch 
was kept by the ſaid Bambridge, . Manacled and Shackled for near TW 
Months. At length, on receiving Five Guinees from Mr. Kemp, a Friend 
of Solas's, Bambridge releaſed the Priſoner from his cruel Confinement. But 
tho? his Chains were taken off, his Terror ſtill remained, and the un- 
happy Man was prevailed upon by that Terror, not only to labour gratis 
for the ſaid Bambridge, but to ſwear alſo at random all that he hath re- 
quired of him: And the Committee themſelves ſaw an laftance of the 
p Impreſſion his Sufferings had made upon him; for on his ſurmiſing, 
from ſomething ſaid, that Bambridge was to return again, as Warden of 
the Fleet, he fainted, and the Blood ſtarted out of his Mouth and Noſe. 
Captain Jobn Mackpheadris, who was bred, a Merchaat,. is another 
_ melancholy {nſtance of the cruel Uſe the ſaid Banbridge hath made of 
his aſſumed Authority. Mackpheadris was a confiderable Trader, and in 
a very flouriſhing Condition until the Year 1720, when being hound for 
large Sums to the Crown, for a Perſon afterwards ruined by the Mis- 
fortunes of that Year, he was undone... In Jane 1727. he was Priſoner 
in the Fleet, and altho' he had before paid his Commitment - Fee, the like 
Fee was extorted from him a Second time; and he having. turniſhed 
a Room, Bambridge demanded an extravagant Price for it, which 
he refuſed to pay; and urged, That it was, unlawful for the War- 
den to demand extravagant Rents, and offered to pay what was le- 
lly due: Notwithſtanding. which, the ſaid Bambridge, aſſiſted by the 
Nig James Barnes and other Accomplices, broke open his Room, and 
took away ſeveral things of great Value, amongſt. others, the King's 
Extent in Aid of the Priſoner (which was to have been returned in a 
few Days, in order to procure the Debt to the Crown, and the Priſo- 
ner's Enlargement) which Bambridge ſtill detains. Not content with 
this, Bambridge locked the Priſoner out of his Room, and forced him 
to lye in the open Vard, called the Bare. He ſat quietly under his 
Wrongs, and gerting ſome poor Materials, built a little Hut to protect 
himſelf, as well as he could, from the Injuries of the Weather. The aid 
Bambridge ſeeing his Unconcernedneſs, ſaid, Damm bim be is caſy. I will 
put him into the Strong Room before To- morrom; and ordered Barnes to 
pull down his little Hut, which was done accordingly. The poor Pri- 
ſoner being in an ill State of Health, and the Night rainy, was put to 
eat Diſtreſs. Some time after this he was (about Eleven a Clock at 
Night) aſſaulted by Bambridge, with ſeveral other Perſons bis Accom- 
plices, in a violent manner; and Bambridge, tho' the Priſoner was un- 
armed, attacked him with his Sword, but by good Fortune was pre- 
vented from killing him; and ſeveral other Priſoners coming out 
upon the Noiſe, they carried Mackpheadris for Safety into another 
Gentleman's Room, ſoon after which Bambridge coming with one Sa- 
vage, and ſeveral others, broke open the Door, and Bambridge ſtrove 
| 7 with 


Tan 
with his Sword to kill the Prifoner ; but he again got away, and hid 
' himfclf in another Room. N xe Hoping] the aid Bambridge centred the 
Priſon with a Detachment of Soldiers, ard ordered the Priſoner to be 
dragged to the Lodge, and Troned with great Irons; on which he deſi- 
ting to know for What Cäuſt, and b' what Airy Bb he was to 
Be fo cruell) uſed ; Bambi, oe 1 * . It was by his own Autbori- 
ty, und Daun him, he would "do it, and have bis Life, The Priſoner 
fired he might be N a Magiſtrate, that he might know 
his Crime” before he was puniſhed; but Bamtbridge re fuſe , and put 
het upon bis Legs which were too little, ſo chat in forcing them on 
fi 


Legs were like to have been broken; and the Torture was impoſ- 
fe to be endured. Upon which rhe Priſoner complaining of the gric- 
vous Pain and Streightnels of the lrons, Bambridge anſwered, That be 
ail & on 5 ge fo torture him: On which PX Priſoner, replying, 
This by . att of England #o Man ought to be tortured, Bambridge 
declared, That he would do it fir, and anſwer for it afterwards; and 
cauſed hitm ro ee ee away to the Dungeon, where he lay without 
a Bed, loaded with Irons.ſo cloſe rivetted that they kept him in con- 
rindal Torture, and wortified his Legs. After long Application his 
Irons were changed, and a 8 N to dreſs his —ꝗ but his 
Lameneſs is not nor ever can be cured. He was kept in this miſerable 
Condition for Three Weeks, by which his Sight is greatly prejudiced, 
und- in danger of being loſt. | * 
The Prifoner, upon this Uſage, petitioned the Judges, and after ſe- 
veral Meetings, and a full Hearing, the Judges reprimanded Mr. Hug- 
ins and Bambrid e, and declared That a Goaler could not anſwer the lron- 
"T2 Mat bifore be was found guilty Fa Crime; but it being out of 
erm, they could nol gy the Priſoner any Relief or SatisfaQtion. 
- Notwirhſtanding this Opinion of the Judges, the ſaid Bambridge 
ontinued to keep the Priſoner in Irons till he had paid him Six Guineas ; 
and to prevent the Priſoner's recovering Damages for the cruel Treat- 
_ tent of hien, Bambriage Indicted him. and his principal Witneſſes at the 
Old faiiy, before they knew any thing of the Matter; and to ſupport that 
Indictment, he had recourſe to Subornation, and turned Two of his 
Ne out of Places which they had 157 becauſe they, would not 
ear ally that the Priſoner had ſtruck the aid Bambridge, which words | 
be Bad inferted in Affidavits ready prepared for Signing, and which 
oor Knew, to be falſe. As ſoon as they were apprized of it, they ap- 
d to the Lord-Mayor, who « 


ply Lor dered the Grand- Jury, down to the 
der, Where they found that Sante was the Aggreſſor. Bot 
the Bill againſt the Priſoners being already ſound, the Second En- 
W r 8 o al 
The Priſoners being no longer able to bear the Charges of Pro- 
ſecution, which ad alrcady coſt 1007. and being ſoftned by Promiſes 
and terrified by Threats, ſobmitted to plead; Guilty, on a ſolemn Aſ- 
ſarance and Agreement made with Bambridge before Witneſſes, of ha- 
ving but One Shilling Fine laid upon them; but (o ſoon as they had 
leaded. Guilty, Bambridge took 15. 0 of it, and has continued 
Harrafting them and their Securities ever ſince. | 
The Beſire of Gain urged, the ſaid Bambridge to the preceding 
Inſtances of Cruelty ; but a more Diabolical Paſſion, that of Malice, a- 
nimated him to oppreſs.Captaih David Sinclair in the following manner, 
At the latter end of June or beginning of July laſt, the ſaid Bambridge 
declared to the ſaid James Barnes, one of the Agents of his Cruelties, That 
be would have Sinclair's Blood; and he took the Opportunity of the firſt 
Feſtival Day, which was on the firſt of Augaſt following, when he thought 
Captain Sinclair might, by celebrating the Memory of the late King, 
be warmed with Liquor ſo far to give him ſome Excule for the 


Cru- 


. 

1q 
1 
3 
| [ 
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inclair Was perfectly ſober, 


* 


Cruelties which he intended to inflict 7 him. But in ſome Mea- 
fure he was diſappointed, for Captain Sixcla; | ſobe 

when the ſaid Bambridge ruſhed into his Room with a dark Lanthorn in 
his Hand, afliſted by his Accomplices James Barnes and H//iliiam Pindar, 


and ſupported by his uſual Guard, armed with Muskets and Bayonets, 
and without any Provocation given, run his Lanthorn into Captain Sin- 
clair's Face, ſeized him by the Collar, and told him he muft come 
along with him: Captain Sinclair, tho“ ſurprized, asked for what and 
by what Authority he ſo treated him? Upon which Barnes and the reſt 
ſeized Captain Sinclair, who ſtill deſiring to know by what ne 
they ſo abuſed him? Bambridge groſly inſulted him, and ſtruck him wi 

his Cane on the Head and Shoulders, whilſt he was held faſt by Pindar 
and Barnes. Such baſe and ſcandalous Uſage of this Gentleman, who had 
in the late Wars always ſignalized himſelf with the greateſt Courage, Gal- 
lantry and Hcnour in the Service of his Country upon many the moſt 
brave and deſperate Occafions, muſt be moſt ſhocking and intollerable 
yet Captain Sinclair bore it with Patience, refuſing only to go out of his 
Room unleſs he was forced; whereupon the ſaid Bambridge threatned to 
run his Cane down his Throat, and ordered his Guard to ſtab him with 


their Bayonets, or drag him down to the ſaid Dungeon called the Strong 


Room, the latter of which they did, and Bambridge kept him confined 
in that damp and loathſome Place, till he had loſt the Uſe of his Limbs 
and Memory, neither of which has he perfectly recovered to this Day. 
Many aggravating Cruelties were uſed to make his Confinement more 
terrible; and when Bambridge found he was in danger of immediate 
Death, he removed him, for fear of his dying in Dureſs, and cauſed 
him to be carried in a dying Condition from that Dungeon to a Room 
where there was no Bed ot Furniture; and ſo unmercifully prevented 
his Friends having any Acceſs to him, that be was four Days without 
the leaſt Suſtenance. EO or hh wor Bl He e 

it appeared to the Committee by the Evidence of a Surgeon and 
others, who were Priſoners in the Houſe, that when Captain Sinclair 


was forced into that loathſome Dungeon he was in perfect Health. 


i} 

Captain Sinclair applyed for Remedy at Law againſt the ſaid Cruelties 
of Bambridze, and had procured a Habeas 7 7 for his Witneſſes 
to be brought before the Seſſions of Oyer and Terminer, when the ſaid 
Bambridge by colour of his aſſumed Authority as Warden, took the 
ſaid Writs of Habeas Corpus from the Officer whoſe Duty it was to make 
a Return of them, and commanded him to keep out of the way 
whilſt he himſelf went ro the Old Baily, and immediately indicted 
Capt. Sinclair and ſuch of his Witneſſes as he knew he could not de- 
ter by Threats or prevail with by Promiſes to go from the Truth. 

Captain Sinclair had Temper enough to bear patiently almoſt in- 
ſupportable Injuries, and to reſerve himſelf for a proper Occaſion, when 
Juſtice ſhould be done him by the Laws of the Realm. 

Bur the ſaid Bambridge has forced others by Wrongs and Injuries be- 
yond human bearing, to endeavour the avenging Injuries and Oppreſ- 
ſions which they could no longer endure. IM 

And it appeared to the Committee, that the ſaid Bambridge, in order 
to avoid the Puniſhment due to theſe Crimes, hath committed greater, 
and hath not only denyed Admittance to the Sollicitors, who might 
procure Juſtice to the injured Priſoners, and in open Defiance to the 
Law, diſobeyed the King's Writs, but hath alſo ſeduced ſome by in- 
dulging them in Rior, and terrifyed others with fear of Dureſs, to 
ſwear to and ſubſcribe ſuch falſe Affidavits as he thought fit to prepare 
for them, on ſeveral Occaſions; in all which Wrongs and Oppreſſions 
John Everett alſo ated as one of the ſaid Bambridge's wicked Accom- 
plices. 

| That 
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That the ſaid Bambridge being asked by the Cominittee, By what Autho- 
rity be pretended to pat. Priſoners into Dungeons and Irons? Anſwered, That he 
did it by his own Authority, as Warden, to preſerve the Quiet and Safety 
of the Cuſtody of the Priſon. 455 16245094) | 
But ir appeared to the Committee by the Examinations of many Wit- 
neſſes, that, before the time when Gybbon and the ſaid Bambridge ated 
as Deputy-Wardens under Mr. Huggins, the Quiet and Safety of the Cu- 
ſtody were very well preſerved without any uſe of trons or Dungeons. 
That the two — called the Strong Room on the Maſter 
' Side, and the Strong Room on the Common Side, were both built 
within theſe few Years zand that the old Method of puniſhing drunken 
and diſorderly Perſons was putting them in the Stocks; and the Pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who had eſcaped, or attempted to eſcape, was put- 
ring them _ a Tub at the Gate of the Priſon, by way of publick 
Shame, or ſecuring them, without Irons, in their proper Rooms for 
Ad that the ſaid Dungeons were built in defyance of and contrary 
to the Declaration of The Lord Xing, when Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
Conimon-Pleas z who, upon an Application made to him on behalf of the 
Priſoners of the Fleet, when Mr. Huggins and Gybbon urged 
that there was danger of Priſoners eſcaping, DECLARE O hat 
they might raiſe their Walls bigber, but that there ſhould be no Priſon 
eur Ae: 7 inc 41 01-34 qo to T2877] | 
That upon the ſtriteſt Enquiry, the Committee could not find 
chat any Priſoners in the Fest for Debt had been pus in Irons, before 
the ſaid Mr. Heggins had the Office of Warden. | 
That ir is not the only Deſign of the ſaid Thowas Bambridge to extort 
Money from his Priſoners, if they ſurvioe his inhuman Treatment, 
but he ſeems'to have a farther View, in caſe it cauſes Death, of poſ- 
ſeſſing himſelf of their Effects. One remarkable Proof of which the 
Committee think proper here to inſert, via. 1 0-4 5 
Mr. John Holder, 'a Spaniſh Merchant, was a Priſoner in the Fleet, 
and hag 42 Room which he fitted up with his own Furniture, and had 
with him all his Books, Accounts and. Writings, and other Effects, 
to the value of about 30000 J. which he declared by Affidavit, upon 
the following Oceaſio n A 5 
The ſaid Thomas Bambridge by force turned the ſaid Mr. Holder over 
to the Common Side, and cook poſſeſſion of his Room in which all 
his Effects were. - mee 130-2 A . wr 
Mr. Holder remonſtrated ſtrongly againſt this Uſage, and Bambridge 
refuſing to reſtore him to his Room or Poſſeſſion of his Effects, he 
made a proper Affidavit in order to apply to the Judges for Relief, and 
declared that he feared his Effects might be Embezelled whilſt he was 
thus unjuſtly forced from them, and that he feared Bambridge's cruel 
Treatment of him would be the Cauſe of his Death: The Miſeries 
of the Common Side, which he dreaded, had ſuch an Effect upon him, 
(being a Man of an advanced Age, and accuſtomed to live in Eaſe and 
Plenty, that it threw him into ſuch a fit of Sickneſs as made his 
Life deſpaired of, and in his Illneſs he often Declared, That the 
Villain Bambridge would be the Occafion of his Death, Which proved 
true, for Bambridge finding Mr. Holder like to die in the Dureſs which 
he had put him into, (for his own ſake, to avoid the Puniſhment inflicted 
by Law upon Goalers who ſo inthumanly deſtroy their Priſoners) per- 
mitted him to be carried back to his Room, where in a few Days he 
died of the ſaid Sickneſs, contracted by the ſaid forcible Removal of 
him to the Common Side by Bambridee, as aforeſaid. 


* 


Mr. 


[14 ] 


Mr. Holder by his laſt Will appointed Major Miiſon and Mr. John 
Pigott Truſtees for his Son, a Youth of about 13 Years of Age, Who 
had accompanied him in the time of his Gonfinement. 

This Young Gentleman after his Father's Death locked up his Ef- 
fects in ſeveral Trunks and Boxes, and delivered the Keys thereof to 
Mr. Pigott as his Ttuftce, who locked up the Room and took the Key | 
with him; But the ſaid hamas Bembridgt cauſed the faid Room to be 
broke open by Thomas King, another bt his Accomplces, and cauſed 
the ſaid Effects to be ſcizedy after that he, Bambridge, had forged Mr. 
Pigutt out of the Priſon, (though a Priſeser in Execution) and lacked 
down Major Wilſen (the other Truſtee) in the Dungeon, to prevent 
their taking any Inventory in behalf of the Heir at Law, then an Or- 

U | 81710 3 87 agi to in tin 
Theſe evil Practices of letting out. Priſoners, extorting Exorbitant 
Fees, ſuffering r exerciſiug all. ſorts of Inhumanity > itt, 
may in a great meaſure be imputed to the Venality of the Warden's 
Office; for the Warden who buys the Privilege of puritſhing others, 
does conſequently ſell his Foibearance 'at high Rates, and repair his 
own Charge and:Loſs at tha wretched: Expence of the Eaſe and Quiet 
of the milerable Objects in his Cuſtod /.. 

Upon the whole Matrer, the Committee came to the following Re- 
ſolut ions, SAILS 112 YRS 97A. MN u Wi Wen Gar 

Refolved, That it 3 to this Committee, That Themat Ham- 
bridge, the Acting Warden of the Priſon of the Fleet, hath wilfully per- 
mitted ſeveral Debtors to the Crown in great Sums of Money, as wall 
as Debtors to divers of. His Majeſty's Sub) to Eſeape; hath: bean 
guilty of the moſt Notorious Breaches of his Fruſt, great Extortipns, 
and the higheſt. Crimes and Miſdemeanors in the Execution of his ſaid 
Office; and hath Arbitrarily and Unlawfally loaded with Irons; put 
into Dungeons, and deftrayed: Priſoners for Debt under his Charge, 
treating them in the moſt Barbarous and Cruel Manner, in high Vio; 
lation and Contempt of the Laus of this Kingdom. iN 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Committer, That Joby Haggjpr Eſq; 
late Warden of the Priſon of the Fleet, did, during the time of his 
Wardenſhip, wilfully permit many conſiderable Debtors in his Cuſtod 
to Eſcape, and was notoriouſly guilty of great Breaches of his Truſt, 
Extortions, Cruelties, and other high Crimes and Miſdemeanors in the 
Execution of his ſaid Oſſice, to the great Oppreſſion and Ruin: of 

many of the Subjects of this Kingdom. nnn ein 
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APPENDIX. 49 


711 357 


Serjenpts · inn Hall, Trinity Term, 1927 


The TABLE of EEES Ordered by the Fulges to le pala 
by the Priſontrs of the Fleet, 10 the 2 and His 
eee in the Hall of the 7 85 


" 


Wy HE 'AS 22 M in Controverty erm Aa Pri 


Rn iy Fleet were heard by the R Fi e Wa 

Lord Chief pa cf 75 th: 3 95 tt bf 

N at Honour oberr Priel dntis 
Pe Knig be at and 2 127 752 of the fia 75 erjeuuks- 


T7 Hall 1 cery- 2 ES Mondo h Day or hy "oe 5 fey r 
26th Day 6 LT: Month of A 25 oh 1 Fe the FF Mi fol 981 
and on Riday the 5th Day of th e fame Ms tm, in the 


th Year of the Reign of out Sovereigu Lord Kin Bob : 1 I * 
* — whith h Bearing * Lotd Chief Juſtice © 3 225 Coutt 5 to a 


lowing Reſolutions, v h 

That heyy e is due 2 0 ught to be paid (o the Warden of the Het, A I. 5. 
for every Commitment- Fo (excluſive of Commons) from 15 be x 
ſons of the Degree. of an Eſquite, Gentleman, os Gentlewotnah, 4 
other Perſon * thoſe | Degrees who ſhall chtet ou the 


Side of the ſaid Priſon, 20. 45.4 | 
Ard that there dagzt to be 540 to the Warden fot every weh . 18 
ſon, for the Uſe of the Miniſter of the ſaid Priſpn, 2 5. | 
That there is due, and ought to be paid fo.the Warden of the Heer," 
for a Commitment-Fee for every Priſoner in Watds, or Common- 1 
Side, not taking Part of the Pbors Box, 11. 67. 4d. 5 


And evety ſuch Perſon 0 den, to pay the Warden for the Uſe 1 rh 


the Miniſter of the ſaid N ws 

And — Priſbner ie Bay t of the Poors Bot ought to pay to A 
the Warden 7 5. 4d. and no. more, for his Commitmetit-Fee, and 0 7 4 
nothing for.the Miniſter. 

T hat there is due, and onght to be paid to the Watden of the Peer, ? | 
for every Render in each Cauſe 21. 4s. 4d. and nothing to the ME 2 4 4 
Diiter. 

That there is due, and ought to be paid to the Chainibetlaiti ds his? 1 © 
Fee for every. Priſoner's Entrance into the Houſe 15s. and no more. 

That there is due, and ought to be paid to the Warden for every | 
Priſoner's Diſcharge, either by Creditor or Superſedeas, as a Fee for 1 6 
his Diſmifſion out of Priſon, 9 any Regard to the Number of 7 
W wherewith he _—_— . „ 75. 6d. _ _ * len 

tat there is due, oughe to be paid to the Cler t 8, 
for every Diſcharge of every Action, 2 s. 64. £ 9 
And tor the Copy of &ery Chaſe, not exceeding Three, 17. 6 1 


Aud for every Cauſe exceeding three Cauſes, 4 d. (belides the 15.26 0 0 4 
piece, for each of the faid firſt three Cauſes.) 

That there is due, and ought to be paid to the Clerk of the Papers, 
for his Certificate of the Priſoner's Diſcharge delivered to the Priſoner 


himſelf, without any Regard to the Number of Cauſes he ſtood © 5 © 


charged with, 25. 6d. and for his Certificate to the Warden for ſuch 
Diſcharge 27. 64. 
That, there is due, and ought to be paid to the Clerk of the Enqui- : 5 


ries on the Diſchar 4 of a Priſoner by the Creditors, and not by 
Superſedeas, 25. 


E 


> - 
G ; | - 
, | anno. th Hci 


E ASO@O MA _ — © £853 at... 
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126 
That there is due, and ought to be paid to the Turnkey (who is) J. 5. 4. 
now both Porter and Goaler) for the Priſoner's Entrance into the 
Houſe, 2. and for ſuch Priſoner's Ditcharge. ta the. Turnkey (being 7 
Porter and Goaler) 2s. 6 44. 
That there is due, and ought to be paid to the Turnkey, for N 
Declaration delivered to him for a Priſoner, 1 5. 
That there is no Fee due tothe en upon his accepting Security, 
on the Priſoner's having te Hene of Day-Roſes. 18 
That there f no Feet due to the Warden for Lodging and Chamber- 
Rent, where the Priſoner has not actual Poſletlion of the Chamber; 
but Ones due to Os Warden for * . Was - ayers his> © 2 G 
or their ing mber-Rent 2s. 6 4. eek, fu dging ot 2 
Chamber being F rhithed. RI. r i An 
That there is due to the Miniſter that Officiates and performs 
Dixine Service within the ſaid Priſon, for the Time being, ffom 
every Prifoner within the Walls of the ſaid Priſon, or u ithoet the AN 
Walls, or within the Rules, Four Pence per Week, to be paid to the 
Warden for the Uſe of ſuch Miniſter; and that no ſuch Minifter oc _ 
anjuother Clergyman, i being a\Priſaner. within the Walls or Rules of. . -_ 
the Fleet, do preſume tv Marry any Perſon without Licence, within 
the Priſon or Rules of the Hleet; and that the Warden and his Of- „ 
 ficers do uſe their. ptmoſt V.igilance to prevent all ſuch Marriages., . 
That there is. no freſh Commitment-F ee due to the Warden, upon 
the Priſoner's bringing himſelf cher to the Fi 


O 
+> 
O 


O 
— 
8 f 


elf get by Habeas Corphi, 

(hen the Warden himſelf had remoyed him theuce by Habeas Corps) 

and that there is no Fee, Gratuit or Reward dbe to the Warden for 

his returning a Habeas Corpus; but there is a Fee 5 44 due to f 211. 4 

the Clerk of the Papers for the Allowance of every' Writ of Habeas | 
Corpus, and 4s. for the Return of the firſt Cauſe, and 25. for every} ß 
other Cauſe, and no more. © 2 Mee NY LET OS. > 
That when a Priſoner dies in the Fleet, the Warden ſhall detain the 

Body no longer than till the Coroner's Inqueſt be finfſhed, which ſhall 

be done with all reaſonable Speed; and imme djately afterwards the 

Body ſhall be delivered to the Priſoner's Friends or Relations, if they 

defice it, without Fee or Reward. |, . <. tha 

That it is the Duty of che Warden, and ons fo him, to keep 
the Priſon-Houſe aud Windows in neceſſary aud good Repair, and 
to keep the Bog-Houſe and Dunghil as clean and free from Stench 
and Noitomnels as peſſidle. r 0 5 

That a Table of Gifts and Bequeſts made for the Benefit of the 
Priſoners in the Heer, exprefling the patticulat Purpoſes for which 
the ſame were given, be prepared by the Warden, and hung up in the 
Hall of the ſaid Priſo p. | 

That the Ward-Gates be opened at five of the Clock in the Summer, 

and ſeven of the Clock in the Winter, and do ſtand conſtantly open 
in the Day - time, according to the Order made the 17th Feb. 1727. 

And whereas this Court, upon further Contideration of the Pre- 
miſſes, this preſent Triniey Term in the 13th Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord King George, is of Opinion that the ſaid Reſolutions 
are juſt, It is hereby Ordered that the ſame be'obſerved by the Warden 
and Priſoners, and all other Perſons therein concerned. 7 
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The Gift of i. 2 5 0 nnum peyidie from Marcha 1 7 
Taylors Compa 6.53 allowed ou 2 it. 
8 Lhe Gift Nane 2 EI f 2 31 Allo 'o6t « of i it 10% i ht 4 ö 
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The Gift 1 2 
the Church- ens of Hauer | 

Received from the Leather-Sellers compu; ane v1 291k V 99 of 1898 
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AN ACCOUNT > gt a ze 70 oh 
Warden of the Fleet, Rente payable for . nd a 
other Rents, Perquiſites and Profits which appear to be 
made therefrom. 


„ 


N the firſt Gallery, Ten Priſoners at 2 5. 104. per Week each. :: 8:6 
[| In the Second Gallery, Eleven Priſoners at 25. 10d. per 
Week each. © W 

More in the ſame Gallery, vig. one at 3s. 6d. two at 10s. and I 19 6 
three at 55. 4d. each, which comes to 

In the third Gallery, Nineteen at 2s. 104. two at 3s. 9d. four? 4 14 © 
at Fs. 44. and two at 5s. 8 d. each, which comes to $ 

In the fourth Gallery, Thirty at 25. 104. each, which comes to & $0 

In the Garden Rooms, Twelve at 25s. 10 4. each. I 14 © 


Total per Week. - - - - 137 13 0 
Which for Fifty two Weeks, or one Year, comes to - $11 4 0 
To which add 


Tre Cellar, lett per Aunum at 8 o o 
The Coffee Room, lett per Aunum at 14 0 O 
The ſeveral Rooms in the Chappel Stairs, lett per Annam at 79 © 0 


Walls and the Priſon, Ten of which are lett at 3101. there is alſo 
three unlett at gol. per Annum, and comes together to 4000. 


Rent paid Annually by the Sheriffs of London, to the Keeper * 8 O o 
the Palaces of Meſtminſter, 


Ditto to the Warden of the Fleet, TY | 10 © 0 


The Thirteen Houſes fronting Fleez-D:izch between the ao? 
400 


: [ [ 48 1 


The R ut 2 J. 45. 44, each Commitment, being- | 6 6 


1 — Go 63 ways vor On || 1 
K 8 to be at 01878 Kill 085 Au n- * 
e in Number, t dag i e ff « 185. 84. 566 18 8 
and the Diſiniffion Fees at 7. od ab Ee, uni tõ pe7 7 
Anrum 1200. and make in the whole per Annan, 


Befides the vaſt Number of Excortiqus over and above.theſe.F 
uy alacly nr 9 ow 48. 345 1 1 


ann W dain, 61. 107. 4 

2 h : i 2 e I 1 Alexander 2 65 65 
0 ame % 

254 rtr cl N FT 44 15 37. 84 


By Liberty of Rules and New-Years, Gilt, from the he 
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counts that are given, or can be learnt, per Aim Fel 1569 0 2 
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Bendes the Appointment of the Tollowing Officers. 


The Clerk of the Papers gave for his Place 15001. 
The Clerk of the Inquiries Place worth 150/. per — 


The Lurnkey's Place 50. T 4 T 9 0 N 
The San dae Pic A 6 1 © 
The Tipſtaff Tatts the Cort hancery dont for kl is Place 338 
uineas. 
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agreed unto by the Houle, and are as follow, is. 
Reſulved, Nemine Contradicente, T hat Thomas Bambri =P the 


'ng Widen 
t 
in great Sums of Money, as well as Debtors to divers cf His Majeſty's Suljee 


- 


ouſly guilty o 
treat Breaches of bis Truſt, Extortions, Cruelties, and other hi W Cine of 
— — in the Execution of his ſaid Office, to the great Gypprellion and 
Ruin of many, of the Subjects of this Kingdom 


Keſolved, That it appears to this Houſe That Fames Barn or With n Agent r 
and an Accomplice with the ſaid Thomas Bambridge in the Commiſſion of his laid 
Crimes. ; OI * 1 bo * - - 3 | F 85 
Keſolved, That it appears to this Houſe That Miſliam Pindar was an Agent of 


: 


- 


and an Accomplice with the ſaid Thomas Bambridge in the Commiſſion of his 


ſaid Crimes. . | 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe That John Everett was an Agent of 
and an Accomplice with the ſaid Thomas Bambridge in the Commiſſion of his 
ſaid Crimes. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Houſe That Thomas King was an Agent of 
2 an Accomplice with the ſaid Thomas Bambridge in the Commiſſion of his ſaid 

"mes. ' 2 

Mr. Oglethorpe acquainted the Honſe, That he as directed by the Committee 
to Move That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, That He wil 
be graciouſly pleaſed to direct His Attorney-General forthwith to Proſecute, in the 
| mol Effectual Manner, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, for his ſaid Crimes. 

And He Moved the Houſe accordingly. i 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His 
Majeſty That He will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct His Attorney-General forth- 


with to Proſecute, in the moſt Effectual Manner, the ſaid Thomas Bambridge, for 
his ſaid Crimes. | - $ 

Mr. Oglethorpe alſo acquainted the Houſe, That he was direQed by the Com- 
mittee to Move That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, That 
He will be graciouſly pleaſed to dire& his Attorney-General forthwith to Ptoſe- 
cute, inthe moſt Effectual Manner, the ſaid Jobi Heggins, for his ſaid Crimes. 

And He Moved the Houſe according]1y. | 

Reſolved, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His 
Majeſty That He will be graciouſly pleaſed to direct His Attorney-General forth- 
_ to Proſecute, in the moſt Effectual Manner, the ſaid Fohn Haggins, for his ſaid 

times. | 

Reſolved, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty That He will 
be graciouſly pleaſed to direct His Attorney-General forthwitf to Proſecute, in the 
moſt EffeQual Manner, the ſaid James Barnes, William Pindar, John Everett, and 
Thomas King, for their ſaid Crimes. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Addreſſes be preſented to His Majeſty by ſuch Members 
of this Houſe as are of His Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy-Council. 

Ordered, That the ſaid Thomas Bambridge be committed cloſe Priſoner to His 
Majeſty's Goal of Newgate, and that Mr. Speaker do Iſſue his Warrants accord- 
ingly. 

Olered, That the ſaid John Hzggins Eſq; be committed cloſe Priſoner to His 
Majeſty's Goal of Newgate, and that Mr. Speaker do Iſſue his Warrants accord- 
ingly. | | 

, © IP) That the ſaid James Barnes be committed cloſe Priſoner to His Maje- 
ſty's Goal of Newgate, and that Mr. Speaker do Iſſue his Warrants accordingly. 

Ordered, That the ſaid William Pindar be committed cloſe Priſoner to His Maje- 
ſty's Goal of Newgate, and that Mr. — do Iſſue his Warrants accordingly. 


Ordered, 


Wms ** 


ſe r . 8 EIFS — 0 ] ä 5 pF # & 

* S — Epers be 2 — epqver to His Maje- 
oal of Newgate t e his Warrants 

rdered, That the ſaid — committed cloſe Pritoner to His ? ic. 

ty's Goal of Newgate, and that Mr. , do Iffne his Warrants accordingly. 
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